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Yea, and why even of yourſelves judge ye not what is right ? 
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N all public tranſactions, and with reſpect to all 
| public characters, the judgments of any body of 
men, who may happen to be concerned in ſuch 
tranſactions or with ſuch! characters, ought not to be 
formed toorhaſtily, from any vndue- prejudice, ot 
without giving: the ſubject a fair and eandid diſ- 
cuſñon; treating it with the conſideration which it 
deſerves. However it is too often the cafe; that 
what way ſoever the... tide of popular opinion 
flows, whether right or wrong, many, very many, 


ſwim with the ſtream, never attempting to obtain 


any proper intelligence of the circumſtancess but, 
either from ignorance or careleſſneſs, ſuffer: them- 
ſelves to be, carried away by the torrent; ſome, 


perhaps, for fear of the trouble and odium of oppoſing 


popular oninions; others, for fear of being con- 
ſidered as .. gular in their ideas; but moſt of all 
without any reaſon but a liſtleſs ſpirit. During a 
long and intimate acquaintance of near fifty years 
ſtanding with you Methodiſts in Birſtall circuit, 
have ſeen very many inſtances of your being led 
in your judgments, intirely by the will of thoſe 
whom you conſidered as your ſuperiors, without 
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ever attending to the dictates of your own reaſon 
and judgment; and this does not proceed, in ge- 
neral, ſo much from a want of mental abilities, as 
from an unwillingneſs to exert thoſe you have, 
which, for the moſt part, you have been too liſtleſs, 
and inattentive to exerciſe : this ſupineneſs has, of 
late years, increaſed to an amazing degree, and one 
inſtance of it, amongſt many, is the ignorant pre- 
Judice ſome of you have againſt A—— K with- 
out any inquiry into his caſe, and for no other 
reaſon under heaven, that I can hear of, but that 
Mr. H- ſays, he is expelled the conference, 
and has publiſhed a wicked and ſeditious book, 
- But let me aſk you that are thus prejudiced, is Mr, 
H- 's ſaying ſo a proof of his being a bad 
man? Surely not; the ſcripture ſays, Try all things, 
bold faft that which is good, If | profeſs to be a 
Chriſtian, I am not to judge any man wicked, till 


J have an undeniable proof of his wickedneſs. 


That Chriſtian love, ſo much recommended by 
our Saviour, — that golden rule, of doing to others 
as we' would they ſhould do unto us, forbids me 
from condemning any perſon unheard, and eſpe- 
cially a brother.—The fact is, A K — has 
known and experienced many things in the metho- 
diſt connection, that are inconſiſtent with their re- 
ligious profeſſions; many things moſt, ſcandalouſly 
defective in their tranſactions of money matters and 
their diſcipline. He has laid ſome of them open to 
public view, and recommended a reformation ; and 
who pretends to doubt the neceſſity of reform in the 
methodiſt diſcipline and government? Why, none, 
but thoſe who are intereſted in the continuation of 
he preſent abuſes, and who are conſtantly reaping 
he profit of them. The managers of their public 
unds; thoſe who are daily ſquandering in, wild- 
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gooſe ſchemes, the money earned by the hard la- 
bour of the poor ſimple methodiſt, who carries his. 

any a week to, his claſs, and ſtarves it out of the 
bellies of his hungry children; ſuch as Dr. C—ke, 
who buys a piece of ground to build an oppoſi- 
tion chapel upon, at Birſtall, for 1001. and ſells it 
again for 40 l. or 50 l.] Part of which tool. he 
had begged of theſe very Birſtall methodiſts whom 
he oppoſed 3 and at the ſame time is doing his beſt 


to aſſiſt thoſe, who ſpend 20001. in an unjuſt law- 


ſvit in London; intending thereby to wreſt the 
London chapel out of the hands of the truſtees, and 
ſeize upon it for their own emolument. Theſe are 
the perſons who condemn.A K and turn 
him out of their connection, becauſe he endeavours 
to open the eyes of you methodiſts, to ſee and en- 
gage your attention to conſider your own beſt in- 
tereſts, and the cauſe of religion! Amongſt many 
other things, A. K. ſays, the preachers have roo 
much power, that they recommend and bring into 
the connection improper perſons as preachers. That 
they appoint whom they pleaſe as local preachers, 
without a proper knowledge of their abilities; of 
which the leaders in the circuit are the beſt judges. 
I would aſk, do ye not all fee the propriety of this 
remark, and have you not an inſtance of the impro- 
priety of preachers appointing preachers, in the ap- 


« pointment of G. W—r, J. H-, and J. Sc—d, in 


Birſtall circ it? Men much better calculated to 
handle a ſhuile, if they were willing to work, than 
to inſtruct you in ſpiritual matters. Mr. Kilham 
ſays, the preachers are not called to account, nor is 
there any poſſible means of bringing them to an ex- 
act account of what they do with the ſubſcriptions 
entruſted to them. I am old enough, and ſo are 
ſome of you, to have ſeen many inſtances of their in- 
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accurate methadꝭ of tranſacting their money matters, 
Iremember I. O. making a love: feaſt, and collectiag 
moncy for the poor, and making himſelf the poor. 
I. Ic iſe remember his great ſaddle- bags, almoſt 
big gnough to hold himſelf, full of ſugar, tea, bread, 
ſoap, cloth, and what not, which we all knew he 
came by very honeſtly. | 

Mr. Kilham ſays, that the fund for the old preach- 
ers is improperly managed, and the money unfair] 
diſtributed. 1: cannot ſay much upon that. ſubject, 
only, I know the preachers have nothing to raiſe 
that, fund ſrom but what their heafers give them; 
and that the original intention of it was only to pre- 
vent the old preachers, who could not travel, from 
h:coming. burdenſome to their reſpective pariſhes. 
It was never intended as àa means of amaſling wealth; 
and, if. that is the caſe, what right had T. n 
to receive per annum of that fund, when he 
has 100 l. per annum of his own. to live upon with— 
aut it? But he is amazingly charitable; he ſome- 
times gives 6d. or 1's. to a poor family, and has 
been known once to give 28. 6d. altogether, 
Mr Kilham complains, that the aſſiſtant preacher 


_ appoints whom he will for ſteward, or, in other 


words, that the ſteward is always the preacher's 
creature ;. which being a very honourable office, as 
high, or higher in dignity than a churchwarden, 
many of our pious methodiſts go after it with all 
the holy zeal imaginable, longing to be uſeful in 
managing and conducting the affairs of the church 


of God; ſo that very often ignorant or deſigning 


men are frequently put in by ignorant though well- 
meaning aſſiſtants, and the money matters of the 
different ſocieties are not properly taken care of, 
but the money ſquandered away to little purpoſe. 
And e certainly have had a Solomon for ſte ward 
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tixſelaft eight or ten years in Birſtall. His conduct 
is fo dogmatical, and he exalts himſelf-ſo ordeh i in 
his high office, that none of the truftees or: leaders 
care to interfere with him, ſome for fear of pen 
and ſome for fear of being turned out of the ſoviety; 
the conſequence is, the affairs of that TRUST. are in 
a ſhameful ſtate of neglect, both with reſpect to the 
application of the money, the payment of᷑ the intereſt | 
money, and the means of paying off the old debt, 
which ought to have been paid off long ſince. Add 


to this, we are going to build a new dwelling-houſr, 


aad to ſaddle the poor (for the Birſtall methodiſts 
are all poor) with another annual expence of 1004, 

or 120 l. per annum, by bringing them two families 
to maintain inſtead of one. I would aſk, in the 
name of God, how dare you think of ſuch an into- 
lerahle burden being laid upon us? when many of 
us can hardly hep our families from the work houle, 
and ſtarve ourſelves to ſupport thoſe preachers we 
already have? If Mr. H d was ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the circumſtances of the Birſtall 
ſocieties, he has too much humanity to think of 
propoſing ſuch a ſcheme, as building another dwell- 
ing-houſe for another preacher and family. If he 
ſurvev and conſider the dwelling- houſes of his hear- 
ers, their clothes, their bedding, their accommoda- 
tions of any kind whatſoever; the very pictures of. 
poverty and diſtreſs; their haggard viſages worn: 
with hard 'rbour, and the want of almoſt every 
convenience of life; and lay his hand upon his 


heart, and aſk himſelf ho he could anſwer for it to 


God Almighty, if he attempted to bring additional 


burdens on thoſe who are already diſtracted with 
doubts and cares how they may live. 

I know his feelings ſo well, that believe he 
would ſooner die than be à means of adding to this 


ar- ſupporting the CAUSE. 
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load of oppreſſion; nay, even that ſpruce gentle- 
man Mr. G—e, would bluſh at the abſurdity (not 
to ſay wickedneſs) of the ſcheme, if he was well-in- 
formed of the circumſtances. Is it a time to build 
elegant houſes when we can with difficulty live ? 


Do we not already go beyond our abilities to main- 


tain thoſe preachers we have? I know many 
families that are giving their pennys a week, their 
ſixpences and ſhillings on quarter days, &c, and yet 
make. many a dinner on potatoes and fait, many a 
breakfaſt on water cole; and all the rags on their 
backs are not, perhaps, worth half-a-crown, while 
their ghoſtly directors are well fed and well cloth- 
ed, in a word, gentlemen in eaſe and affluence: and 
yet thoſe are cajoled and made to believe, that they 
But my friends, always 
be juſt before you are generous. I am ſute your 
money would be much better Jaid out in paying 
your debts to the neighbouring ſhopkeepers. How 
long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimphcity, and 
fools hate knowledge? How long vill ye bring ſa- 
crifices and oblations, and neglect the weightier 
matters of jſUuSTICE, MERCY, and TRUTH? But to 
return; is there not proof enough at your own doors, 
of the neceſſity of the sTEwarDs being choſen by 
the leaders and claſſes; and was A. Kilham to 
blame, in ſaying, the people ought to have more 
power reſpecting the management of their temporal 
affairs? You ſay, you do not wiſh to enter into any 
ſtrife or contention, you with to ſtick cloſe to the 
Lord; but be aſſured that ſuch cant is of ſmall ac- 
count in the eyes of God; and that wilful ignor- 
ance or a backwardneſs to rectify a dangerous evil, 
in a matter of this nature, where the welfare of. a 
BROTHER, and the intereſts of a large and reſpect- 


able Chriſtian ſociety are ſo nearly concerned, where 
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the means of information and redreſs are ſo ready at 
hand, becomes a fault, and a very ſerious one too, 
and will certainly ſubject the perſons who are guil 
of it, to a very diſagreeable reſponſibility for al} the 
evils conſequent upon ſuch a line of conduct. See 
the caſe of Eli, 1 Sam. iii. 13. I might bring you 
numerous inſtances of the preachers abuſing their 
power in placing and diſplacing leaders, were it not 
entering upon a larger ſcale than my propoſed limits 
will admit. 

Mr. Kilham ſays, the book - room at London pro- 
duces nearly three thoufand pounds annually ; of 
the expenditure of which there is no account pub- 
liſhed by the preachers; and do you not know all 
this very well? yet we fay nothing, though we are 
very ſenſible ſuck accounts ought to be publiſhed. 
Many of us in this circuit buy the preachers” books 
and the magazines, as much with a view to aſſiſt 
the methodiſt cauſe, by way of gift, as for the ſake 
of receiving any inſtruction from their contents, and 
conſequently have an unqueſtionable right ro know 
how that. money, ſo given in charity, -is expended, 
We ought to be informed whether it is ſpent in 
maintaining unjuſt law-ſuits in London; in ill- con- 
trived miſſions ro the Weſt Indies; or in journeys 
of preachers and their families, in coaches from one 
end of the kingdom to the other: nay, I even think, 
we have a right to a vote in directing the expendi- 
ture; bu! f they deny us that, I think, they who 
do expend it ought. to publiſh an account of the 
manner in which it is expended. Many regular 
hearers in Birſtall circuit (though not joined with 
us in ſociety) contribute pretty liberally to the ſup- 
port of the preachers; and though Joſeph Drake 
calls them only the ſcaffolding to the methodiſt 
building, which will one day be taken down and 


burnt, yet I know ſome of them who think*them- 
ſelves equal to any of J. Drake's corner ſtones; and 
who will take the liberty, till things are in a better 
train, to refrain from contributing to ſupport men, 
who abuſe them in ſo public a manner... 
Theſe, and many ſuch like grievances in the me- 
thodiſt connection, A. Kilham in his publications 
has laid open; he complains of them; he recom- 
mends a reform in ſtrong language; he ſays, they 
cauſe many to deſert the methodiſts; and, if not 
remedied, will finally deſtroy the methodiſt cavſe ; 
and for this he is judged unworthy of a place in the 
connection, by a few, ſuppoſe ten or twelve, defign- 
ing, ambitious characters in the conference, to 
whom all the reſt give way for the ſake of peace, 
as they profeſs. But are theſe to be the ſole rule 
and guide to all the different methodiſt ſocieties 
throughout the three kingdoms ? Atte theſe, (a 
dozen headſtrong violent men) to ſway the judg- 


ments of one hundred thouſand perſons? Or have 
they a right to ruin the character and uſefulneſs of 
a wan who is labouring to open your eyes to the 
belt intereſts of your common cauſe? God forbid! 


I call on you all, ye methodiſts in Birſtall circuit, 
young and old, to bear your teſtimony againſt this 


moſt abominable tyranny. I charge you by the 


religion you profeſs, and as you Value your on 
ſouls, to do juſtice to the injured and oppreſſed. 
O how my heart melts when I reffect on the days 
that are paſt; I have been intimate with many 
worthy ſouls whob are gone to reſt; Who would have 
ſpurned at the thought of being the tools of any am- 
bitious faction. They employed their own reaſon 
in judging of ſuch matters; laboured to ſupport the 
juſt cauſe, and gloried in it. Would Jo. Charlet- 
worth, John Nelſon, John Wood, or John Tem- 
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peſt, have bebaved as we 0 No: we are no me- 
thodiſts, but a mongrel breed. Our profeſſions, 
indeed, are loud enough, but what are our actions? 
We are too much of the phariſaic ſpirit; we make 
long prayers, and loud enough too, but we forget 
the weightier matters of juſtice, merey, and truth. 
am aware ſome canting ſouls may ery; out againſt 
this addreſs, as ſtirring: up ſtrife, and ditturbing the 
minds of the people but I would aſk ſuch; is 10. 
NORANCE any, neceſſary. qualification for heaven ? 
Muſt not a man ſee and be convined of his errors, 
before: he can reform; them? And is it not a bad 
cauſe that needs deceit and gale to cover and pro- 
ject ic. 5h 

Once more, I charge you, methodiſts, to hear and 
be juſt, to join hand and heart in a good cauſe, and 
God Almighty will-bleſs and reward each of your in 
your own fouls, 1 do not ſuppoſe he will encteaſe 
your chapels and preachers' dwelling-houſes, and 


make you a rich and powerful body of people, it is 


not his method of rewarding. Tou ſhall have afflic- 


tions and diſtreſſes in this world; but he will give 


you peace in your own ſouls here, and life eternal in 
the world to come. 

I have ſpent; my life amongſt. you Sod am now 
near the end of my pilgrimage, and if any one thing 
in this world would give me pleaſure or ſatisfaction, 
next to a certainty of my having an intereſt in Chriſt, 
it would be to ſee you, my brethren, act more like 
Chriſtians ralk with leſs cant and mort ſincerity:; 
fewer lou... profeſſions. of faith and aſſurance, and 
more diſtruſt of yourſelvet Which may, God of his 


age wu grant you al, * Chriſt's ſake. 


An Old Methodiſt 
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P. S. It has been often and juſtly remarked, 
that every religious party, without exception, have 
been more pious, zealous, humble, and difintereſted 
ia their beginnings than afterwards; when they 
had formed their parties and ſettled theit ſyſtems, 
it has generally happened, that the temptations 
attending HONOUR, - POWER, EASE, and INTEREST, 
have been too powerful for poor [frail humanity in 
its preſent ſtate of weakneſs and degradation to cope 
wich. Will not this remark apply to the methodifts 
at preſent in a ſtriking manner? Are the preſent 
preachers the ſame humble, zealous, laborious, diſ- 
intereſted, unaſſuming, plain men the firſt methodiſt 
preachers were? Are they not, for the moſt part, 
become fine, nice, delicate gentlemen, frequently 
afraid to walk or even ride a few miles on a dark, 


dirty, winter's evening, to-preach to a congregation 


of their people, but will ſhuffle off the buſineſs; if 
poſſible, to a local ſpeaker, who is quite inadequate 
to the taſk ; thereby difappointing and diſguſting 
their hearers, and diſcrediting their cauſe ? Do they 
not aſſume more dignity and ſelf- importance than 
formerly? and diſplay a greater fondneſs for eaſe, 
honour, and power than the firſt preachers did? 
And will not the decay of real vital religion amongſt 
them be infallibly proportionable to the foregoing 
circumſtances? We wiſh not to abridge the preach- 
ers of all bu reſpect and affection from their hear- 
ers; no, we with to bear them all due reverence, 
and to eſteem them highly, in love, for their 
work's ſake ; but we greatly deſire they may avoid 
the common danger, and ſhun the fatal rock, up- 
on which ſo. many (once flouriſhing parties) have 
ſplit before them; and 'the perſon who does this, 
can ſurely never be juſtly deemed an enemy to the 
methodiſt cauſe. 5 63 


